
Appendix table 6-67

Region/country/economy 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
World 825 920 834 1,062 1,080 1,154 1,330 1,509 1,563 1,578 1,482 1,644 1,565 1,606 1,952 2,993

United States 430 484 418 510 500 513 610 652 681 701 636 754 728 712 871 1,351
EU 135 142 135 197 183 188 201 241 262 239 262 223 270 296 326 501

France 39 35 33 49 27 30 28 38 34 25 31 31 41 29 34 61
Germany 52 54 55 93 94 103 106 116 139 130 139 125 134 163 183 255
Italy 2 7 5 2 9 7 9 14 7 7 7 9 7 13 10 21
Netherlands 3 4 2 3 5 10 12 8 12 10 7 4 14 16 11 17
Sweden 13 8 14 5 17 11 14 22 16 11 11 10 9 9 9 12
United Kingdom 15 20 19 23 18 12 14 20 20 23 27 21 29 36 27 40
All others 11 14 9 20 14 16 19 23 34 33 40 25 36 31 52 95

Japan 201 228 206 279 294 356 415 506 499 483 434 505 432 427 504 714
China 3 1 1 1 0 1 1 2 2 3 3 8 9 11 15 32
Asia-8 9 22 14 17 28 23 31 34 29 48 43 52 53 74 145 264

India 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 5 3 3 6
South Korea 3 10 9 9 13 13 14 13 17 26 28 28 28 42 90 185
Taiwan 6 11 4 7 12 9 10 19 9 20 13 22 20 28 48 63
All others 0 1 1 1 3 1 5 1 2 1 1 2 0 1 4 11

All others 47 43 61 59 75 74 73 75 90 104 105 102 73 87 91 131
Central Asia and Europe 1 3 1 0 0 1 3 7 4 2 5 2 3 3 2 6

Russia 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 7 2 2 3 1 2 3 2 4
All others 1 3 1 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 2 1 1 0 1 2

Middle East and North Africa 8 13 13 10 12 9 11 8 12 13 7 6 6 7 9 23
Israel 8 13 11 10 11 7 10 8 11 13 6 6 5 7 7 18
All others 0 0 2 0 1 2 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 5

South and Central America 1 2 1 0 4 1 2 3 0 3 4 3 2 2 2 3
Argentina 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Brazil 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 1 2 0 1 0
Mexico 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 3 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 2
All others 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 0

Sub-Saharan Africa 0 1 2 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 2 2 2 0 2 6
South Africa 0 1 2 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 2 2 0 1 6
All others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0

All others 38 25 43 47 58 62 56 56 75 86 87 90 61 75 76 93
Australia 3 4 6 5 14 9 8 9 13 11 3 12 9 6 15 13
Canada 21 15 23 27 25 35 25 38 55 63 71 65 42 48 48 62
Switzerland 11 6 9 11 16 9 21 6 5 10 11 10 8 11 5 14
All others 3 0 4 5 3 9 2 3 2 3 2 3 2 10 8 5

USPTO patents granted in alternative energy, by region/country/economy: 1995–2010

EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office  
 
NOTES: Alternative energy consists of solar, wind, nuclear, bioenergy, hydropower, wave/tidal/ocean, geothermal, fuel cells, and electric/hybrid. Technologies classified by The Patent BoardTM. Patents fractionally allocated among 
regions/countries/economies based on proportion of residences of all named inventors. United States includes Puerto Rico. EU includes 27 member countries. China includes Hong Kong and Macau. Detail may not add to total because of 
rounding or minor discrepancies. See appendix table 6-62 for full list of countries by region. 
 
SOURCE: The Patent BoardTM, Proprietary Patent Database, special tabulations (2011). 
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